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Students in Creativity class have been 
reflecting on how what happens in the 
past influences our current times.  They 
heard the book The Librarian Who 
Measured the Earth and learned the 
process of how the Greek geographer 
Erastosthenes (276-195 bce) measured 
the circumference of the Earth.  They 
learned about Andrew Carnegie (1835 – 
1919) and his generosity in helping to 
establish public libraries.  Our trip to the 
library helped students become aware of 
the services of the public library and its 
importance to the community.   
Visiting the Pioneer Cemetery helped 
students understand better what life was 
like for the first families in Middletown.  
Students found the gravesite of Daniel 
Doty (1765-1848), one of the first 
settlers in Middletown.  Students 
calculated the average life expectancy of 
those who died before 1900 and those 
who died after 1900 to compare.  They 
studied the symbols on the tombstones 
and learned what Fraktur is and what an 
epitaph is, then they tried their hand at 
writing an epitaph and in writing their 
name in Fraktur.  Reflecting on those 
who have gone before will help students 
understand better how what happened 
in the past influences the present day. 
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Visit to Middletown Pioneer Cemetery and  

Middletown Public Library 
 

Adre looks for symbols on the tombstones 
that reflect the culture of the deceased. 
 

Ashley, Payton, and McKayla do a gravestone 
rubbing. 
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Students recently studied the influence the 
ancient Greeks had on poetry.  An ode is a 
lyric poem often written in rhyme that 
celebrates someone or something. 

 

Ode to my Family 

I can confide in you 
You help me get what I need, 

Also you help me with whatever I do 
You even know how much I love to read. 

Mom, I love you dearly 
You mean the world to me, 

We love each other sincerely 
And mom, you are a big part of my family. 

We girls are very crafty 
The boys love sports, you see 

I love my family 
They mean the world to me. 

- Faith Brantley, Grade 5 
 
 

Ode to Stray 

My favorite cat of all 
Even in summer, spring, winter, and fall, 

If you die 
It will make me cry. 

You have been part of my family for years 
I like you better than my peers, 

When I pet your soft fur 
It really makes you purr. 

When there’s nobody left to talk to 
I know I can always count on you, 

Because when you’re gone, which I wish 
was never 

I will remember you forever and ever. 
-Brenden Skinner, Grade 6 

 

Kobe collects data  
in the Middletown Pioneer Cemetery. 

 

Creativity 
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GATE Math 

In GATE there are many things you will 
learn. One of the things you learn is 
something that you use everyday of your 
life, whether you know it or not. MATH!!! 

In GATE Math/Science you will learn a lot 
of math. When we put in our lunch count 
we put it on the whiteboard for everyone 
to see. It looks like this…   

A- 3 
B- 4 
C- 5 
D- 0 
P- 2 

Then we make equations using the 
information we have such as…                          
 C + P = (A + B) 

  5 + 2 = (3 + 4) 

Some other things we do in math are Fast 
Facts. Fast Facts are a fun way to study 
addition, subtraction, multiplication, and 
division. Two people will pair up and will 
have flash cards with math problems, and 
a timer. They enter 1 minute into the timer 
and one person has the cards in his/her 
hands. They will press start on the timer 
and the flash cards will be shown to one of 
the partners by the other. When the timer 
goes off they will count up how many math 
problems they got right out of how many 
they were able to get through. Then they 
reverse the jobs. 

We also have started Links to Learning. 
Links to Learning is a website that you can 
practice things that will be on the OAA test 
of your grade. 

Everyone in our class found it to be VERY 
fun.  Most people think we come here and 

play, but we do much more than that. It 
really pays off when you actually come 
here. So if you think it sounds fun, get 
those grades up and Shoot For The Stars. 

  -JJ Peil 

         

Our Future GATE Field Trips 

Like any ordinary class or school, GATE has 
several educational trips planned for their 
students. We have done a few, but we 
have some future GATE trips that are going 
to be a blast! 

In November, the week of Thanksgiving, all 
5th grade GATE students have a chance to 
go to Camp Campbell Gard for 2 days. At 
Camp Campbell Gard, we will learn how to 
survive in the wilderness by learning to 
make a fire and how to build a debris 
shelter. We will also get to learn more 
about animal adaptations and do activities 
to build teamwork and cooperation.  We 
also get to play games and maybe even go 
on a hike!  

Everyone in the GATE Math/Science 
program can go to the aquarium in 
February. We are going to see unusual 

http://www.linkstolearning.com/
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saltwater animals, a variety of fish, several 
different sharks, crabs and much more.   
We will have a sharks class when we are 
there.  If you bring money, you can also get 
a souvenir like shark teeth and/or water 
bottles.   

There is going to be an end of the year 
incentive field trip for each 
grade level. Nobody 
knows what it is going to 
be, but the teachers say it 
is going to be really FUN 
and we all are going to love 
it!  To participate you have 
to earn 90% of the points.  
You earn points by doing 
things like: returning 
paperwork, doing your work, 
attendance, and good 
behavior. 

 -Chelsea Kroener, Grade 5 

                                  

 

Cultures & Spanish At GATE 

Here at GATE we get to learn 
Spanish.  We are studying the 
simple words first before we get 
to the big, harder ones.  We are 
learning greetings now.  When 
we have to go to the bathroom or 
want to get a drink we have to ask 
permission in Spanish.  

The GATE classes join together when they 
go to Spanish or Culture classes.  We mix 
the kids from Math/Science, Creativity and 
Communications all together! We had a 
Spanish/Hispanic dance and we learned a 
lot about different customs of Mexico and 

other Latin Countries... like their cloths, 
music and dance. You can make a lot of 
friends at GATE, like I have done. 

                      -Jacob Delloma 
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GATE Friends 
In GATE, we have people from different 
schools all over Middletown.  We also have 
students from fourth to sixth grade. In our 
Thursday group we have fifth and sixth 
grade-combined classes. On Thursday we 
have kids from Miller Ridge Elementary, 
Rosa Parks Elementary, Mayfield 
Elementary, and Verity Middle School.  
There are five GATE programs. 
Math/Science, Creativity, Communications 
have students every day.  Art and Music 
only have students on Friday.   Each 
program has different kids every year. For 
example we have five new kids in the 
Thursday Math/Science program this year.   

 You may think that the three different 
programs don’t share any classes. This isn’t 
correct. We share four different classes. 
The classes we share are Spanish, Tech, 
Thinking and Mind Matters. In fact, for 
three of these classes we merge all of the 
programs. 

                           -Madelaine Fisher ς Gr. 5  
 

 

 

Bullying 

As you may know there are many types of 
bullying: cyber bullying, verbal bullying, 
physical bullying, indirect bullying, social 
alienation, and intimidation. They are all 
just as hurtful and don’t “help” anyone in 
the situation. The main problem is that 
bullies don’t realize what or how it is 
affecting the victim.  It can ruin the victims’ 
grades, ability to enjoy themselves, even 
their reputation and lives!  That’s right; 
people have had suicidal thoughts!  But off 
that, I will be explaining different types of 
bullying: physical bullying is when 
someone who can’t or doesn’t want to 
control their anger at someone and they 
decide to try and solve it violently.  This is 
considered a crime; physical abuse that is. 
30.5% of all bullying is physical. 

Next there is verbal bullying, this is just as 
bad.  Bullies feel the need to let out their 
anger so they call people names and try to 
bring out their personal flaws.   We all 
have flaws but bullies just make people 
feel bad about it when it’s not a bad thing.  
We are all human and we will make 
mistakes, but bullying is not a mistake.  It is 
done on purpose.  This includes someone 
making fun of your gender, clothes, or 
socioeconomic status (how much money 
you have).   46.5% of all bullying is verbal. 

Now, there is cyber bullying.  This is when 
you are online and someone that you 
know, or not, tells you they will try to hurt 
you.   This can be one of the worst because 
it includes swearing and saying bad things 
about you.  4% of bullying is cyber bullying. 
Even though this is a small number it is 
rapidly increasing due to the spread of 
technology in the world. 
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Indirect bullying is when someone starts 
rumors about you and excludes you from 
activities.  This can only be solved by an 
adult and possibly time.  Some people will 
believe anything but if you have real 
friends you won’t have to worry about this 
after you tell an adult.  This ties together 
with social alienation, which is also 
excluding you from a group or social 
activity except this is by a bully and is on 
purpose. 18.5% of bullying is either 
indirect bullying or social alienation. 

Finally, we have intimidation.  Intimidation 
is when someone tries to frighten you 
enough for you to give them your stuff.  
This is pretty bad, no one ever wants 
anyone to take their stuff and this is 
considered a threat and someone needs to 
know.  Never give a bully your stuff 
because then they think they can push 
you around.  

Bullying is horrible and we now know 
the types and how they are used.  
Whenever a bully tries to do something 
like this to you don’t give in because 
then they think they can push you 
around whenever they want.  So, try to 
not let it bother you and when it 
happens don’t give in and certainly tell 
an adult!  Only .5% of bullying is by 
intimidation.        

                                       -Jacob Groves 

 
GATE 

My life has changed ever since I came to 
GATE.  I’ve made some great friends. At 
GATE we do lots of hard work, but the 
work is really fun.   Sure we might get 
frustrated, because it is hard, but we work 
and we make it our way.   At GATE we can 

share about our life and who we are.  At 
GATE all of us are considered family.   I’ve 
never been so happy before I joined GATE.   
To bad that 6th grade is the last year of 
GATE for the 6th graders.  

My friends, the field trips, the projects, the 
great times… I’m going to miss them all. It 
is going to be so hard for me to leave GATE 
forever.  

Ever since I went to GATE my life has 
changed for the best and saved my life. 

You have to be really smart to get in GATE. 
GATE is where many kids with great minds, 
can use their minds.  GATE is all about 
being creative and special and talented. 
I’m so glad I joined GATE. I love GATE and I 
think you will love GATE too. So work hard 
and you might get in GATE.   

-Lawrence Allen Arthur 
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Math Riddles 

Q: Why didn't the quarter roll down the hill 
with the nickel? 
A: Because it had more cents. 
 

Q: Why was the math book sad?  
A: Because it had too many problems.  
 

Q: What kind of meals do math teachers 
eat? 
A: Square meals! 
 

Q: "Teacher: Now class, whatever I 
ask, I want you to all answer at once. 
How much is six plus 4?" 
A: Class: At once! 
 

Q: Why didn't the two 4's want any 
dinner? 
A: Because they already 8! 
 
Why did the right triangle go to the 
pool?   
Because it was 90 degrees! 
 
What did 0 (zero) say to 8 (eight)?   

Hey, nice belt.... 

 

Why was 6 afraid of 7?   

Because 7 8 9! 

 

Teacher: Can you count to 10? 

Fred: Yes, teacher-one, two, three, four, 
five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten. 
 
Teacher: Now go on from there. Fred: Jack, 

Queen, King 
What do inches follow?  
The ruler! 
 
 
Why did the abnormal polygon go to the 
gym?   
Because he was out of shape.     

-Zach Banks 
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The students went on the field trip to the 
library and cemetery with the academic 
GATE classes.  The experience at the library 
will prove as an invaluable one as students 
begin researching artist from different 
cultures.  At the cemetery students 
learned of one possible career in art as a 
stonemason.  They learned that many 
production companies still use hand 
carvers to create the headstones but most 
are now implementing the use of lasers to 
cut into the stone to create realist images.  
While at Woodside cemetery the students 
viewed the Veterans Memorial and 
listened to the cemetery manger speak 
about the steps in which it took to erect 
the impressive memorial. 

Back in the classroom students have been 
very busy with projects that have them 
reflecting inward; who they are, their 
values and their memories.  One of the 
first projects students engaged in was 
creating memory tubes that captured the 
essence of a fond, sad or unforgettable 

moment in their life.  They created three 
total that reflected a different emotion 
in each.   

The students have also set two personal 
goals that they would like to explore and 
excel in during the year.  Inspired from 
bronze bells from the Benin Kingdom in 
Nigeria, the students created two slab, 
clay bells that serve as symbols of their 
individual goals and achievement. As 
another form of reflection the students 
along with their families created a paper 
version of their family tree.  From this 
information students have started 

creating a 3D version of their family tree.   

The students have gotten quite creative by 
creating some that stand up from a base, 
some that hang from the ceiling, and some 
with clay charms to represent each family 
member.  Needless to say I am excited to 
see what these talented students will 
achieve over the next couple of months. 

 

 
    

Memory Tube- /ŀǇǘǳǊŜǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ 
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Ni Hao, Jambo, Ola, Chao Ong, Hola, 
Konnichiwa, Hello Everybody!  

During the first semester of this school 
year, communications students engaged in 
cultural activities.  They have reflected on 
quotes, responded to journal prompts and 
creatively written stories related to 
cultural issues.  

Students are in the final phase of their unit 
project.  Fourth grade GATE students are 
researching two cultural aspects of a 
country of their choice, grade 5 is working 
on an author’s Project and the sixth grade 
students are comparing/contrasting 
cultural aspects of two different countries. 

Students had an opportunity to apply and 
reinforce their learning about culture 
through a visit to the Middletown Pioneer 
Cemetery and SunWatch Indian Village. 
During the Cemetery field trip, students 

gathered data by writing the information 
found on the gravestones. This was a 
census based on the data collected from 
20 tombstones. The purpose of this activity 
was to reflect on social, political and 
lifespan of the time, beliefs and traditions. 
Here are their comments: 

ά!ǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ L ǿŀǎ ǎŀŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ 
the people who lost their lives because of a 
sickness or a war, but it was fun to learn 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΦέ -Mya 
Williams (4th grade) 

άL ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ 
you study the stones hard you can learn a 
ƭƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ ςJohn Spark (4th grade) 

άL ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ǿŀǎ ŦǳƴΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ 
to study gravestones and imagine the life 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ ςCameron 
Sloan (5th Grade) 

άLǘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ȅƻǳ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ муллΩǎ ŀƴŘ 
мфллΩǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜƴƎǊŀǾƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǾŜǎ ǘŜƭƭ 
you if they were in the army or if they were 
religious. You could also learn from the 
ŜǇƛǘŀǇƘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦέ ςAlexis Dolph 
(4th grade) 

ά!ǘ ǘƘe cemetery I learned that from the 
ƭŀǘŜ муллΩǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфллΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƛŘ 
not live very long. One of the reasons is 
they did not have the advance tools that 
Science provides now. People live longer 
ƴƻǿ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǇƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴΦέ 
ςCaleb Shepherd (5th grade) 

 άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ Ŧǳƴ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ 
were different in the past. An example is 
how many people died young because they 
did not have the right medicine, but now 
when people get ill we can go to a doctor 

Communication Arts 

Ȱ.Ï ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÃÁÎ ÌÉÖÅ ÉÆ ÉÔ ÁÔÔÅÍÐÔÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÅØÃÌÕÓÉÖÅȢȱ--MAHATMA GANDHI 
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or hospital to get better and receive the 
ǊƛƎƘǘ ƳŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ ςStevie Kontnier (4th 
grade) 

άL ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǘǊƛǇΤ ǿŜ 
could find many cultural aspects on the 
graves. We could infer that they did not 
have good antibiotics and therefore they 
did not live very long. The highest age we 
had was 48 and the youngest was a year 
old (based on the data we collected).  ς
Shayla Combs (5th grade) 

άL ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
symbols on the gravestones: some were a 
cross, others had military symbols. At the 
end, I got sad for all the people that died 
ȅƻǳƴƎΦέ              -Hadley Schmidt (4th grade) 

ά L ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƛŜŘ 
very young because they got sick and did 
not have the care that they needed. People 
long ago died from illnesses like the flu or 
ǎǘǊŜǇ ǘƘǊƻŀǘΦέ-Devin Flinn (6th grade) 

ά.ŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ όŘŀǘŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘύ L ǎŀǿ 
that men died before the women. I think 
this was because they had to be outside 
working and women stayed inside most of 
the time because that was the culture at 
ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦέ ςJosey Mentel (5th grade) 

SUNWATCH 

 ά±ƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴ²ŀǘŎƘ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
fun. I learned a lot like where they stored 
their food and how they knew what time of 
ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǘ ǿŀǎΦέ ςAhrianna Mumford (5th 
Grade) 

άL ǎŀǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ L ǿŜƴǘ 
inside the houses they lived in;  I danced an 
Indian dance; I played an Indian instrument 
and I even learned how they stored their 
ŦƻƻŘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦέ ς
Autumn Heckler (5th grade) 

άLǘ ǿŀǎ Ŏƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŀǘΦ ²Ŝ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǊŜŀƭ 
ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴǎ ǳǎŜŘΦέ  
Hunter Farno (4th grade)       

άL ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ L ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ 
was that they tracked the Sun to know 
when it was time for them to finally 
harvest their crops. I played a game called 
ά/Ƙǳƴƪȅέ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǘ ŀ ǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ǎǘƻƴŜ 
with a stick. I had a really good time at 
{ǳƴ²ŀǘŎƘ LƴŘƛŀƴ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΦέ ςKatie Miller (5th 
grade)  

άL ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ that people could not live long 
past forty years old. I felt like I was living in 
the old days because my tour guide let us 
ŘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ƎŀƳŜΦέ ςJohn Sparks (4th 
grade) 

άL ƭƛƪŜŘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ǳƴ²ŀǘŎƘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L 
thought it was fun and I learned a lot 
about their culture. My favorite part of the 
ǘǊƛǇ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ άtƻǿ ²ƻǿέΗ L ƭƛƪŜŘ ƛǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
that was when everyone gathered around 
at once and discuss their matters. I did not 
like how they had no heating system and 
how you could get sick really easy if lived 
back then. I also liked how they built 

Communication Arts 
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ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘΦ L ƭƛƪŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦέ ς
Morgan Gentry (5th grade) 

άL ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴǎ ŀǘ 
SunWatch. I learned that they slept on deer 
skin and used them as blankets. They had 
lots of different kinds of instruments like a 
real bone! They had a very hard life. I felt 
ǎŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƪƛŘǎ ŘƛŜŘ ŀǘ с ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΦέ 
Adrianna Barnett (5th Grade) 

άDƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ǳƴ²ŀǘŎƘ LƴŘƛŀƴ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǿŀǎ 
ŦǳƴΦ ²Ŝ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ά/Ƙǳƴƪȅέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
game to help Indian boys to learn how to 
hunt. I felt bad for the Indians because they 
did not have doctors; all they ate was corn 
ŀƴŘ ǎǉǳŀǎƘΦέ ςMya Williams (4th grade) 

άLŦ L ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǊ ŀǘ {ǳƴ²ŀǘŎƘΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ 
get bored most of the time. I would look 
forward to hunting and in the summer 
stood on the stand to scare crows away. It 
would take me about three years to learn 
to throw a spear because when we played 
άŎƘǳƴƪȅέ L ǘƘǊŜǿ Ƴȅ ǎǇŜŀǊ ƘƻǊǊƛōƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ L 
learned was to hold it by its gravitational 
center. I also learned that Native 
Americans were smarter than you think 
because at SunWatch there were poles 
that told the Indians, by the poles shadow, 
ǿƘŜƴ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ŎǊƻǇǎΦέ-Caleb 
Shepherd (5th Grade) 

 άaȅ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ {ǳƴ²ŀǘŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƘŜƭǇǎ 
you learn what it was like when the Indians 
lived. SunWatch also helps you learn about 
how they knew when to plan their food and 
harves it. It also helps you learn about their 
Ƴŀƛƴ ŦƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǘŜΦέ-Alexis Dolph (4th 
grade) 

ά9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ Ƴȅ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ 
SunWatch I learned a lot from the time I 
was there like how although they did not 

have a calendar they knew when it was 
time to harvest their crops. This is a true 
ŦŀŎǘΦ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜΦέ -Dakota 
Thompson (6th grade) 

ά{ǳƴ²ŀǘŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ōŜƭƛŜŦs 
are things like if the shadow from the pole 
shines in a certain place that meant it was 
the time of year to do a certain thing. It 
was amazing to know that they had to 
bathe in a river and if they were sick there 
ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦέ ςKelli Jo (4th 
grade) 

Our SunWatch Village Field trip was 
wonderful. We learned about their sun 
poles, summer solstice and winter solstice. 
It was so interesting to find cultural aspects 
of the Fort Ancient People and us. There 
ǿŜǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦέ {Ƙŀȅƭŀ 
Combs (5th grade) 

ά¢he way people at SunWatch Village lived 
is far different than how we live today. 
They did not have restrooms like we have 
today. They used herbs that they thought 
would help somebody when sick. They did 
not have heaters to keep them warm in the 
winter. All of the buildings had fire pits in 
the center. Their medicine and health was 
ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
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SunWatch Indians to die before the age of 
пуΦέ -Silas Smith (6th grade)  

DANCING FOR THE STARS  

All GATE students participated in a 
fantastic experience of learning a 
Colombian Dance called “Chin, Chin, 
Chan”. The music was a mixture of Salsa 
and Cumbia. Students had the opportunity 
to learn more about this culture through 
the steps and movements. This cultural 
activity ended with a presentation at 
Wildwood for the celebration of the 

Hispanic Heritage month.  

These are some comments from students 
about their point of view: 

 ά¢ƘŜ ŘŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ ²ƛƭŘǿƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά/ƘƛƴΣ 
/ƘƛƴΣ /Ƙŀƴέ ǿŀǎ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ 
to dance a dance that was a mixture of 
Salsa and Cumbia. It taught me about how 
people dance in different cultures and be 
on their shoes. I also got to taste all the 
food Hispanic-[ŀǘƛƴƻǎ ŜŀǘΦέ YŜƭǎŜȅ /ƻŦƛŜƭŘ 
(5th grade) 

ά[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŘŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿŀǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ 
hard and silly, but once I got a hold of it 
and got the steps I had fun. On the night of 

the performance I was a bit nervous, but I 
went up there and performed and had 
ŦǳƴΦέ - John Sparks (4th grade) 

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ 
ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ǎƘƻŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛs dance was very 
creative and had a lot of Hispanic, cultural, 
ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ƳƻǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŜǇǎΦέ  
Shayla Combs (5th grade) 

 

 

MYTHS, LEGENDS AND POEMS 

As part of Communications writing 
experience here are some samples of 
student’s writing: 

Myth: 

ά[ƻƴƎ ŀƎƻΣ ƻƴ ŀƴ LǎƭŀƴŘ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ ŀ 
sagacious goddess named Durga, a 
Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ǎŀǘ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΩǎ ŜŘƎŜΦ 5ǳǊƎŀ 
would sit on her tiger and watch the 
mountain because many monsters came to 
this place in need of strength. One day, 
while Durga sat on her tiger near the 
mountain, a Hydra showed up and 
challenged Durga. The Goddess spoke to 
ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ 
time you and your kind will disturb me and 
my peaceful island. We will fight and 
ǿƘƻŜǾŜǊ ǿƛƴǎΣ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΦέ 
Durga had risked it all, but she had no fear! 
The Hydra launched toward Durga and she 
jumped up and cut off the top of the 
mountain and the Hydra fell in the 
ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΗ 5ǳǊƎŀ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ƘŀǾŜ ǊǳƛƴŜŘ Ƴȅ 
mountain to save it, but it is no longer a 
ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΤ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǾƻƭŎŀƴƻΦέ Just then, 
5ǳǊƎŀΩǎ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ƘŀŘ ǎǇƛǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ 
ƭŀǾŀΗ {ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ IȅŘǊŀ Ƴŀȅ ǎƘƻǿ Ƙƛǎ 
ŀƴƎŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŜǎŎŀǇŜΦέ 9ǾŜǊȅ ǘǿƻ 
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years, the Hydra will show its anger. That is 
ǿƘȅ ǾƻƭŎŀƴƻŜǎ ŜǊǳǇǘΦέ-Rowan Karrick (4th 
grade) 

 
SHAYLA COMBS (5TH GRADE) AND 

HANNAH WYRICK (6TH GRADE) 
 
Centuries and centuries ago in the United 
Kingdom, there lived a mid-evil wizard 
named Dereonkabru.  Dereonkabru only 
ÍÁÄÅ ÓÐÅÌÌÓ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÎÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ 
when the bears fished for food. When the 
bears fished for food, they fought one-
another for the best fish.  

Dereonkabru was creating his spells 
×ÈÅÎ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÒÕÐÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÁÒȭÓ 
loud fighting. Dereonkabru got so mad 
that he created a spell that put all the 
bears to sleep during winter and allowed 
them  to wake up in the spring. 

 Three months later, the village chief had 
asked Dereonkabru why all the bears 
were suddenly gone. Dereonkabru lied 
by saying that the village people had 
ËÉÌÌÅÄ ÔÈÅÍ ÓÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÅÆ ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÌÏÃË 
him away. Finally, the village chief had 
found out that Dereonkabru was lying 
and locked the mid-evil wizard away. 

 So, in the end the bears are still cursed 
and will always sleep during the winter 
and wake up in the spring.  

 
Sillybandz 
 Sarah Chaney (6th grade) 
 
Sillybandz have swept the nation, 
They are a wonderful creation. 
The grandchildren of the rubber band, 
They are of very high 
demand. 
The kids 
are 
wearing 
them all 
over their 
arm, 
When you 
wear to many, they 
cause you harm. 
You should get in on the action,  
They even have ones like Michael 
Jackson. 
Give some to your best, best friend, 
Or your friendship will soon come to an 
end. 
Kids wear them around like they are so 
cool, 
Sillybandz keep you from looking like a 
fool. 
Just go buy some, and you will see,  
How cool these Sillybandz can be.  
 

The Day of the Dragon 
Cameron Sloan (5th grade) 

          
With a smile as big as a clown, 

He has fireworks in his wagon, 
to celebrate the day of the dragon. 

They danced and danced, 
And pranced and pranced. 
Everyone parties all night, 
Until they see a bright light. 

Everyone gathers up the gear, 
And wait for next year.  
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To help prepare for a 
winter/spring project, this fall 
the GATE Music class members 

have reflected on their first 
ÍÕÓÉÃÁÌ ÍÅÍÏÒÉÅÓȢ  -ÁÎÙ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ 
actually remember these interesting 
musical tidbits, but their families did!  
Did you know that hairbrushes can also 
serve as microphones and that dolls can 
be grouped together to form an 
audience?   

Musically, the class has reflected on live 
and recorded performances by 
professional and amateur groups to 
develop a repertoire of musical terms to 
use when assessing quality work.  
Students are encouraged to relate what 
they see and hear in the performances of 
others to what they are studying/ 
performing in class. 

As a full class we have studied, practiced, 
and performed music from a variety of 
cultures using a wide variety of musical 
instruments.  Examples include a 
Ukrainian piece using handbells, a 
classical piece by Mozart using mallet 
percussion instruments and voices, a 
medieval Latin song and a traditional 
favorite using recorders, a Spanish 
Christmas carol in two part vocal 
harmony, a Mexican traditional dance, 
and a German vocal canon.   

Just after Thanksgiving the class 
appeared on TV Middletown as part of 
-ÉÄÄÌÅÔÏ×ÎȭÓ 3ÁÎÔÁ 0ÁÒÁÄÅȢ  7ÁÌËÉÎÇ Á 
parade in what high school marching 
band members would refÅÒ ÔÏ ÁÓ ȰÐÁÒÁÄÅ 
ÂÌÏÃËȱ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÐÌÁÙÉÎÇ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÅÒ ×ÁÓ 
certainly a new experience!   

Last week the class traveled to the 
Cincinnati Museum Center to perform as 
ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ȱ(ÏÌÉÄÁÙ (ÁÒÍÏÎÉÅÓȱ ÆÅÓÔÉÖÁÌȢ  
Students enjoyed performing in such a 
different (and large!) atmosphere.  They 
learned many interesting historic tidbits 
about Cincinnati as well while touring 
the museum.   

December 17 marked our annual 
performance at Garden Manor, and on 
December 20 the class performed for the 
-ÉÄÄÌÅÔÏ×Î ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȭÓ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ "ÕÓÉness 
Partners Breakfast!   

As the winter begins, the 
class will start to create a 
project called Ȱ2ÅÆÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÎ 
a Musical LifeȢȱ  4ÈÅÙ ×ÉÌÌ 

dramatize the life reflections of an 
imaginary person and develop the 
ÍÕÓÉÃÁÌ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ ÌÉÆÅ 
based on their own experiences and 
those of known people and/or family 
members. 
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Itõs not about paper and pencil. It õs examining, exploring, 
evolving, estimating, evaluatingéEXCELLENCE. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Upcoming GATE Events 

January 20 Aronoff Center – The Iliad 
Creativity (6

th
 Grade) 

January 24-28 GATE Conference Week 
(student-led*) 

January 27 GATE Conference Night 

February Nomination Month for New 
GATE Applicants 

February 8 Newport Aquarium  
Math& Science Field Trip (4,5 and 6) 

February 17 GATE Coffee House @ Mayfield 
Elementary School 
 (Parents interested in GATE Program 
for 2011-2012 School Year)  

March 18 Wild Carrot 
GATE performs at Miami 
University 

March 24 COSI (6th grade ) 

May 2-4 Zoo (4th Grade) 

May 5 GATE Gala: Celebration of 
Learning 

REMINDER:  
 
Any person picking up a GATE student must be 
on that student's emergency form.  In addition, a 
photo ID  will need to be shown before the 
student is released.  Thank you for helping keep 
our kids safe. 
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